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For Technical Categories a panel of producers, engineers, industry specialists and technicians selects five
nominees in each category; the nominees are voted on by the regular membership on the final ballot.

For the Adjudicated Awards, a panel of Hawaiian language, haku mele, and music specialists appointed
by the Board of Governors selects the nominees and the finalists.

Only voting members of HARA that have applied for membership at least two (2) months prior
to the awards ceremonies are eligible to vote in the Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards balloting.

An accounting firm shall tabulate the votes on the preliminary ballot, and forward the top five
(5) vote getters to the Board for inclusion on the final ballot.

In the event of a tie in the fifth position, six (6) nominees will advance to the final ballot.

In the event of six (6) nominees on the preliminary ballot, all six (6) names will advance to the
final ballot.

General Categories:

Nominee (artist, composer, or producer) must be a resident of the State of Hawai’i.

Anthology of the Year
(Producer’s Award) Best album of previously released material. The album must have 75% of
previously released material from at least two (2) different releases. The album must also have a
revised song order, be repackaged, or be substantively different from the original releases.

Song of the Year
(Composer’s Award) Best achievement in creating a first-time recorded song.

Compilation Album of the Year
(Producer’s Award) Best album of newly released material. The album must contain a
minimum of three (3) distinct artists on distinct tracks.

Most Promising Artist(s) of the Year
Best first-recorded effort as a featured artist or group.

Group of the Year
Best performance by a vocal duo or group of newly recorded material

Male Vocalist of the Year
Best performance by a male artist of newly recorded material

Female Vocalist of the Year
Best performance by a female artist of newly recorded material.

Album of the Year
(Producer’s and Artist’s Award) Best produced album release of the year.
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Genre Categories:

Albums by non-resident artist(s) may also be eligible in a Genre Category if the album is recorded in
Hawai'i, or is distributed by a Hawai'i distributor intended for wide distribution in the State of
Hawai’i.

Christmas Album of the Year
Best performance in a Christmas theme. At least 75% of the album must contain Christmas material.

Comedy Album or DVD of the Year
Best comedy performance released on album or DVD. At least 75% of the album or DVD must
contain comedy material.

Contemporary Album of the Year
Best performance in a contemporary style.

Island Music Album of the Year
Best contemporary performance of music of or about Hawai'i. At least 50% of the album must contain
material of or about Hawai’i.

Hawaiian Album of the Year
Best performance of Hawaiian music. At least 75% of the album must contain material in Hawaiian
Language.

Instrumental Album of the Year
Best instrumental performance. At least 75% of the album must contain non-vocal material.

Jazz Album of the Year
Best jazz performance. At least 75% of the album must contain jazz material

Music Video DVD of the Year
Best Performance of Music and Video on a DVD. At least 75% of the DVD must contain musical
performance.

R&B / HIP HOP Album of the Year
Best Performance of music in a R&B or Hip Hop style. At least 75% of the album must contain
R&B or hip h
op material.

Reggae Album of the Year
Best reggae performance. At least 75% of the album must contain reggae material.

Religious Album of the Year
Best performance of religious material. At least 75% of the album must contain religious or inspirational
material.

Rock Album of the Year
Best rock performance. At least 75% of the album must contain rock material.
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Note: Compilations of any genre (Comedy, Jazz etc.) are not eligible in that particular genre category, as
all Genre Categories are artist awards (single artist or group). Compilations of any genre of music will
be considered in the General Category - Compilation of the Year. Christmas compilations are the
exception, to be considered with other Christmas albums. Christmas compilations are Producer’s
awards. Producers of Christmas compilations must be Hawai’i State residents.

Technical Categories:

Nominee must be a resident of the State of Hawai’i.

Graphics Award
Best designed and created album package. Digital download-only releases are not eligible for a
Graphics award.

LinerNotesAward
Best liner notes. Digital download-only releases are not eligible for a Graphics award.

Engineering Award
Best technical achievement in a sound recording and mix-down. Digital download-only releases
may qualify in this category provided that five (5) CD copies of the release are submitted to the
category committee for consideration.

Adjudicated Categories:

Nominee (artist or composer) must be a resident of the State of Hawai’i.

Haku Mele
(Composer's Award) Best first-released song or chant primarily in the Hawaiian language. Entrants
must submit lyrics, translations and kaona (if any) for each entry. A panel of judges selects the Award
based on:
1. Poetic style of the Hawaiian language where appropriate.

2. Proper wording (choice of words and/or phrases) of the Hawaiian language.

3. Musical composition.

Hawaiian Language Performance
(Artist Award) Best performance in the Hawaiian language. A panel of judges selects the Award
based on:
1. Proper pronunciation of the Hawaiian language.

2. Overall interpretation of the Hawaiian language in the musical performance.



THE HAWAI‘I ACADEMY OF RECORDING ARTS
Nā Hōkū Hanohano Awards

Nomination Form
Product and Artist Profiles
Check where applicable

Nominees must be Hawai'i State residents in the General Categories
General Categories
___ Album of the Year ___Group of the Year
___ Anthology of the Year ___Male Vocalist of the Year
___ Compilation Album of the Ye ___Most Promising Artist(s) of the
___ Female Vocalist of the Year ___Song of the Year

Albums by non-resident artists may be eligible in the below Genre Categories only
Genre Categories
___ Christmas ___ Jazz Album
___ Comedy Album or DVD ___ Music Video DVD
___ Contemporary Album ___ R&B / Hip Hop Album
___ Hawaiian Album ___ Reggae Album
___ Instrumental Album ___ Religious Album
___ Island Music Album ___ Rock Album

Nominees must be Hawai'i State residents in the Technical, and Adjudicated Categories
Technical Categories Adjudicated Categories
___Engineering ___Haku Mele
___Graphics ___Hawaiian Language Performance
___ Liner Annotation

Name of Nominee(s) _________________________________________________________________

Album Title: _______________________________________________________________________

Record Label / Number: ______________________________________________________________

UPC Bar Code (required) _____________________________________________________________

Producer(s):_________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Graphic Designer(s): _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Liner Annotator(s): __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Date of release (or commercial availability): _____________________________________________

Distributor: _________________________________________________________________________



Composer’s Awards

To assist the Hawai’i Academy of Recording Arts, Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards Selection Committee in
establishing nominees for Haku Mele and Song of the Year Composer’s Awards, one (1) new song and
first-time recording of original material should be listed here for consideration on the preliminary
ballot.
Song of the Year (new compositions only)

1. Title: ______________________________________________________________________________

Composer(s): __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Haku Mele (new compositions only, primarily in the Hawaiian language) 10 copies of lyrics and
translations must be submitted in writing.

1. Title: _______________________________________________________________________________

Composer(s):___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Title: _______________________________________________________________________________

Composer(s):___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Title ________________________________________________________________________________

Composer(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Completed forms should be accompanied by three (3) copies of the recorded product (if not previously
submitted). Nominees selecting the Hawaiian Language Performance and Haku Mele categories must
submit an additional (10) ten copies of the recorded product for the committee judges.

Contact Person:

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________ City__________________ State _________ Zip _______

Phone number(s): ____________________ E-mail: _________________________________

Please mail to: or deliver to
Hawai‘i Academy of Recording Arts 949 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste. 103

Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
P.O. Box 821

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96808

For more information, contact the HARA office at: (808) 593-9424

or by e-mail:info@nahokuhanohano.org

mailto:info@nahokuhanohano.org



